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An ample, wide-ranging collection of primary sources, The Civil War and Reconstruction: A

Documentary Collection, opens a window onto the political, social, cultural, economic, and military

history from 1830 to 1877. Particular attention is paid to social history; coverage of the experience of

African Americans, women, and non-elites provides a well-rounded picture of the period.Â 

Substantial selections, careful editing, and helpful annotations make this collection an ideal

supplement for your course on the Civil War and Reconstruction.
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This was a very important book for Civil War scholars to have in the time before the digitization of

historical documents became widespread. It may not be as important today, but it is still an

extremely handy collection of primary source documents that cover the Civil War and

Reconstruction eras. What makes it so useful today is that instructors can use the collection to

select documents as well as have the book for a reference for students who may not have access to

the Internet. The use of primary sources is very important as they provide the information needed

for historians to develop interpretations from. William Gienapp was a professor of history at Harvard.

He passed away in 2003 at the far too young age of 59. Considered to be an extremely gifted

historian of the 19th century, Gienapp wrote several books about historical events in that century.

He was a highly regarded professor who had the great fortune to teach a course â€œBaseball and

the American Society, 1840-Presentâ€• which was received quite well by Harvard students. This



collection of primary sources was a work he undertook that grew from his teaching methods. I first

encountered this book via Eric Fonerâ€™s EdX courses on the Civil War and Reconstruction. It was

part of Fonerâ€™s required readings and he referred to the documents and the book constantly in

his lectures. I decided to pick up the book even though I had read most of the documents because I

wanted to be able to access the documents at any time. So far, Iâ€™ve used the book on multiple

occasions which has justified its purchase easily. Another thing I like about the book is that it shows

how Gienapp selected documents for inclusion. He chose the relevant ones that students should be

familiar with.
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